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INTRODUCING OUR 

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 
 

For over 110 years, Camp Jewell YMCA has been helping 

people develop life skills that prepare them for future 

success. Surrounded by 540 acres of woodlands, our 

camp was built as a year-round facility and hosts over 

20,000 people a year in our weekday and weekend 

programs. WhAT sets us apart is our ability to truly cater 

our programs to meet your needs, whatever the size of 

your group. No matter the season there is a reason to 

come and stay at Camp Jewell. During the winter, we 

utilize our snow making equipment to ensure a longer 

tubing season. In the spring and fall we 

offer ample opportunities to enjoy the 

miles of trails at camp and to participate 

in many of our recreational, educational 

and teambuilding programs.  

 

Our entire staff team is focused on 

ensuring that your stay at camp, no 

matter how long or short, leaves you 

with memories that last a lifetime. Come 

discover the difference that is Camp Jewell. 
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OUR PROGRAMS 
You can choose from a wide selection of teambuilding, recreational and  

educational programs that are designed to meet YOUR needs; you can customize 

the program to include as much, or as little, programming as you need. 

 

TEAMBUILDING  
The Camp Jewell YMCA Teambuilding Program consists of a series of challenges for 

individuals and groups, requiring problem solving, communication, cooperation, 

trust and teamwork for their completion. The challenges draw on the strengths 

and commitment of each member of the group. Our staff will help you refine goal 

setting and explore the importance of trust and communication all while having a 

great time!   Through large and small group games, cooperative activities, problem

-solving challenges and trust building activities, students have the opportunity to 

come to know themselves, their peers and their teachers or group leaders in a new 

way.  

 

We build our programs around 

“Challenge by Choice”—a guideline 

that teaches participants to choose 

their level of participation within 

their own level of comfort and 

ability, including the option not to 

participate. This agreement between 

participants and facilitators is to 

ensure the emotional safety of all 

involved in a perceived risk or 

physically-challenging environment.  

It gives participants the option and right to stop at any time.  Activities are 

designed to challenge the group and the individual as a way of facilitating the 

learning process.  However, only the participants know how far they feel 

comfortable pushing themselves.  Challenge by Choice is not an option to sit out 

and disengage from the group, rather it is an opportunity for each individual to 

choose the level at which he or she  will participate.  
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HIGH ROPES 
In addition to our low ropes activities, Camp Jewell YMCA has three high ropes 

elements that are spread out around camp. This enables us to serve different 

groups of students at the same time, and allows each group to focus on their own  

goals and their high ropes experience without distractions from others.  All of 

these facilities are facilitated by our highly trained 

and certified staff. 

Our Vertical Play Pen is a challenging ropes 

element that promises no two climbs will be the 

same.  Two participants work together to try and 

reach the top using suspended tires, rope ladders, 

beams and ropes.   Each level offers several 

options for getting to the next level and by 

working together students learn more about their  

classmates as well as themselves. 

 

The Giant Swing involves the participant being attached 

to a cable that is pulled up by their team to the height of 

their choice.  When ready, a release cord is pulled and the 

participant swings.  By involving the entire group, and 

allowing the participant to choose the challenge of their 

choice, all students experience success together.  

 

Our Zip Line allows students to climb into the tree tops, 

all under the expert supervision of our trained staff, and 

always attached to a belay system. Participants get to 

choose which high elements to cross to our zip platform. The activity concludes 

with a ride down the zip line to the rest of their group who will be supporting from 

below! 

 

In addition to these high ropes elements, Camp Jewell YMCA is home to two 

outdoor climbing walls. Mount Wood is located on main camp, while our larger 

climbing wall, Mount Meggido, is over 45 feet tall and can be found at Hide-A-Way 

Ranch.  



 5 

RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 
Camp Jewell YMCA offers a wide variety of recreational programs that can be 

combined with any of our teambuilding or educational programs, or you can have a 

purely recreational visit to camp.  We use our year-round facilities and wilderness 

areas for many different recreational adventures, and our 40-acre Triangle Lake  

is home to many waterfront activities– even in the winter months! 

· All seasons 

 Arts/Crafts  and Leather Craft (additional cost) 

 Archery and BB’s 

 Pretzel Making 

 Candle Making 

 Henna Tattoos (additional cost) 

 Hayrides & Pony Rides (additional cost) 

 Mini Farm 

 Bouldering Room 

 Climbing Walls 

· Fall and Spring 

 Horseback Riding (additional cost) 

 Kayaking & Canoeing 

 Swimming 

 Wiffle-ball 

 Sports Court – Basketball, Pickleball, Tetherball, Carpet Ball, Ga-Ga 

· Winter 

 Cross Country Skiing 

 Snow Shoeing 

 Tubing 

 Ice Skating 

 Ice Fishing 

 Broomball 

 Slingshot Paintball 

 Indoor High Ropes 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
In addition to our teambuilding and recreational programs, we offer a wide variety 

of educational programs at Camp Jewell YMCA. These programs focus on learning 

about specific topics, but in a fun and hands-on way.  A selection of our programs 

include: 

 Stones and Bones – Camp Jewell YMCA has three different cemeteries on its 

property that date back to 1811.  During this class students will learn more 

about the local history of Camp Jewell YMCA and will help decipher what many 

of the epitaphs mean.  They will learn how much more information can be 

gathered about the people from what  is carved on their headstones.   

· Alpha-Beta – A large group role-play activity used to teach students about 

what defines a culture and its characteristics. Participants interact as 

members of different cultures where they experience stereotypes, 

assumptions and misjudgments not unlike those commonly found in our 

society. Our staff debriefs the activity, discussing how students can avoid 

making such judgments in the future. 

· Predator Prey – A large group activity where participants are divided into 

different groups of insects, birds or mammals.  They will learn where they fall 

on the food chain and then play a camp-wide game to learn about survival of 

the fittest and the food chain. 

· Beaver Fever – Participants are invited to observe beavers in their natural 

habitat. Students become familiar with the features, characteristics, 

behavior, survival skills and adaptations of beavers.   

· Shipwreck – Students engage in this teambuilding activity as if they have been 

shipwrecked.  Each small group is  given a list of 10 items and asked to choose 

just four that they can take off the ship with them as a means of survival.  

They are given tasks to complete while at times meeting up with “locals” who 

can either be helpful or create 

roadblocks to the team’s end goal.   
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EVENING PROGRAMS 
Each day concludes with one of our many evening programs that to reinforce your 

program’s theme.   

· Night hikes – Explore the nighttime 

environment through sensory-

awareness activities and night 

vision.   Students will understand 

the concepts of diurnal, nocturnal 

and crepuscular behavior patterns, 

peripheral and binocular vision; and 

triboluminescence. 

· Dutch Auction – a fun all group 

teambuilding activity where 

participants are divided into smaller groups to “compete” against one another 

in a variety of different fun challenges.   

· Zingers – A large group activity where teams are formed to rotate through 10 

different stations to collect as many points as possible in short, timed 

segments.  

· UGRR – A simulation of the Underground Railroad  where participants learn 

how travel on the Underground Railroad took place.  Through role play, 

students  interact as characters on the UGRR in 

order to better understand what it was like to 

travel along the railroad.  They will discuss how 

and why people fought against slavery and the 

importance of freedom.     

· Campfires –  A perennial camp favorite, our staff-

led program of skits and songs are followed by 

s’mores for all!   
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SAMPLE SCHEDULE 
We believe the success of each school’s visit to Camp Jewell YMCA is rooted in 

planning and preparation. We will sit down with representatives from your school 

prior to your visit to be sure we put together the best program possible to meet 

your school’s needs. Below is a sample of a school group’ schedule. 

Day 1: 
  10:00 Arrival and orientation  
  10:30 Icebreakers and get to know you games 
  11:00 Break into individual groups and participate in group games 
  12:00 Lunch 
  1:00 Activity period 1  
  2:30 Activity period 2 
  4:00 Activity period 3 or recreational  time 
  5:30 Dinner 
  7:00 Evening programs 
  9:00 Return to cabins for night 
  10:00 Quiet hours and lights out 

 
Day 2: 
 7:00  Optional AM hike 
 8:00 Breakfast 
 9:00 Activity period 1 
 10:30 Activity period 2 
 12:00 Lunch 
 1:00 Activity period 3 
 2:30 Activity period 4 
 4:00 Activity period 5 or recreational time 
 5:30 Dinner 
 7:00 Evening program 
 9:00  Return to cabin 
 10:00 Quiet hours and lights out 
 
Day 3: 
 7:00 Optional AM activity 
 8:00 Breakfast 
 9:00 All group activity 
 10:30 Evaluations and  packing time 
 11:30 Lunch 
 1:00  Depart 
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OUR FACILITIES 
With two separate residential and dining hall facilities on our property, we are 

able to accommodate groups ranging in size from 20 to 400. 

 

Our main camp houses up to 350 people in 11 fully-

winterized cabins that can each sleep up to 26 people. 

Every cabin features bathrooms, showers, and a central 

common area with a fireplace.  

In addition, our Senior 

Lodge sleeps up to 68 

people. With an abundance 

of indoor and outdoor meeting and recreational 

spaces, as well as miles of hiking trails, you can 

spend your time at camp enjoying all the activities 

we have to offer along with healthy family-style 

meals prepared fresh and on-site by our chefs. We 

are happy to accommodate food allergies and other 

            special dietary needs. 

 

Hide-A-Way Ranch, located across the lake from our 

main camp, offers secluded facilities specifically 

designed for smaller groups who would like a more 

intimate environment.  Completed in 2004, Hide-A-

Way Ranch is modern and spacious, perfect for 

groups of 30-96 participants. It features a private 

dining hall, complete with a large fireplace room, and 

beautiful views overlooking Triangle Lake.  

The Longhouse and Bunkhouse cabins each 

accommodate 48 guests in four distinctive 

living areas. They feature private restrooms 

and showers, furnished common-rooms, and 

covered decks with easy access to the hundreds 

of acres of wilderness and trails at camp. 



CAMP JEWELL YMCA 
A branch of the YMCA of Greater Hartford 

6 Prock Hill Rd 

Colebrook, CT 06021 1 

P 888-412-2267 

F 860-379-8715 

E camp.jewell@ghymca.org 

www.campjewellymca.org  
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